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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


The  farmhouse  is  a  functional  unit  in  the  farmstead. 
It  is  the  dwelling,  business  headquarters,  and  recreation 
center  for  the  operator  and  his  family.  It  should  be  the 
dominant  building  in  the  farmstead. 

A  house  has  three  areas— LIVING,  WORKING,  and 
SLEEPING.  The  living  area  is  for  social  activities  cen- 
tering in  the  family,  recreation,  and  living  rooms.  The 
working  area  includes  the  kitchen,  workroom,  and  farm 
office;  and  the  sleeping  area  is  the 
quiet  portion  consisting  of  the  bed- 
rooms, bath,  and  possibly  a  study. 
One  relationship  of  these  areas  is 
illustrated  by  Plan  No.  7145. 

These  basic  areas  within  the 
house  must  be  properly  orientated 
to  the  external  surroundings  such 
as  the  location  of  the  farm  court 
and  service  buildings,  access  roads, 
ground  slope  and  drainage,  pre- 
vailing winds,  dust,  sun,  and  views. 
The  indoor  areas  should  be  related 


to  the  outdoors — the  working  area  to  the  farm  court;  th« 
living  to  the  best  view,  exposure,  and  outdoor  living  area;l 
and  the  sleeping  to  the  noise-free  area  away  from  the  high- 
way and  other  activities. 

After  the  relationship  of  the  basic  indoor-outdoor  areas 
has  been  established  each  should  be  checked  to  visucliie 
the  effect  of  sun,  wind,  and  water  on  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  each  family  member. 
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t,se    three    iypieal    house    plans    are 
tusically    diSSerenU    yet    all    have    the 
ante  relationship  between  areas  as  does 
the  plan  shown  on  the  cover. 


I 


Site  P/ann/nsf 

For  the  present,  disregard  the  overall  shape  of  the 
house,  details  of  the  floor  plan,  and  the  style  of  archi- 
tecture. 

Instead,  place  the  three  areas  of  the  house  in  their 
proper  relationship  to  the  external  surroundings.  A 
rough  sketch  will  aid  in  visualizing  and  checking  the  pro- 
posed relationship  of  the  basic  areas. 

Attempt  to  make  maximum  use  of  existing  assets  such 
as  natural  shade,  good  drainage  (especially  away  from 
indoor-outdoor  working  areas),-  open  exposure  to  sum- 
mer breezes,  and  shelter  from  cold  winter  winds.  Sloping 
sites  offer  the  opportunity  of  including  a  well-drained 
basement  with  good  natural   lighting  at  minimum  cost. 

Consider  distance  to  the  various  work  areas,  the  cost  of 
maintaining  all-weather  access  roads,  appearance,  and 
work  required  for  maintenance  of  the  lawn  and  gardens. 
On  the  farm,  the  house  does  not  have  to  be  close  to  or  face 
the  highway.  Farmers  are  fortunate  in  having  the  space 
to  place  their  homes  in  the  most  desirable  location.  They 
are  not  crowded  into  undesirable  sites  like  those  so  often 
used  for  urban  homes. 


Diagram  showing  one  possible  arrange- 
ment. For  best  results  try  several  be- 
fore deciding  on  a  final  plan. 


House  Planning 

Perhaps  you  like  the  interior  arrangement  of  Plan  7145 
and  would  like  to  have  a  house  similar  to  it  but  your  lay- 
out is  entirely  different.  The  same  plan  can  be  used  in 
a  number  of  different  relations.  It  can  be  reversed  from 
end  to  end,  and  either  the  original  plan  or  the  reversed 
plan  can  be  rotated.  Note,  as  shown  on  the  next  page, 
that  the  work  area  can  be  positioned  at  each  of  the  four 
corners  of  the  house. 
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7138  turned 

(  7145    REVERSED    FRONT  TO  BACK  ) 


7145    turned 

(  7138    REVERSED   FRONT   TO  SACK  ) 


A  plan  may  be  reversed  from  front  to  back,  from  end  to  end.  or  turned.      Revers- 
ing may  require  rearrangement  of  equipment  in  the  worh  area. 

Archifecfural  Styling 

Having  established  the  site,  orientation  of  the  house  in  sill   heights.     A  large  roof  overhang  on  the  southern 

and  its  interior  arrangement,  consider  its  exterior  appear-  exposure  is  even  more  important  in  northern  than  in  south- 

ance.     Architectural  styling  depends  largely  on  personal  ern    latitudes.     Shading   of  the  east  and   west  walls  or 

preference.     You  should  also  consider  the  relation  of  ex-  windows  is  highly  desirable  to  reduce  the  heat  from  sum- 

terior  design  to  the  sun,  the  terrain,  and  native  or  intended  mcr  sun.     Deciduous  trees  are  the  best  shades  for  eastern 

landscaping.  and  western  exposures,  but  awnings  or  shade  screens  may 

Appearance  of  most  houses  is  improved  by  using  win-  be  necessary  for  unprotected  exposures, 
dows  of  similar  size  and  type.     Avoid  too  many  variations 


HOW  TO  OBTAIN  FARMHOUSE  PLANS 

The  Cooperative  Farm  Building  Plan  Exchange 
is  an  activity  of  the  State  agricultural  colleges  and 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Complete 
working  drawings  and  illustrated  publications  are 
prepared  for  service  buildings  and  home-built 
equipment,  as  well  as  for  farmhouses. 

Working  drawings  are  tlistributed  only  through 
the  State  agricultural  colleges.  Your  County 
Agent  or  State  Extension  Agricultural  Engineer  has 
a  list  of  available  plans.  Some  States  furnish  plans 
to  residents  without  charge.  In  others,  a  charge 
of  about  30  cents  per  sheet  is  made  to  cover  print- 
ing and  mailing. 

Plans  used  as  examples  are — 

No.   7145,    3-bedrooni    farmhouse,    frame   conslruetion 

(3  sheets) 
No.  7144,  similar  to  7145,  but  with  basement  (3  slieets) 
No.    7138,    (7145    rever>e(I    «ii.l    for    end)  (3    sheets) 

No.    7143,    f'^'—"    -^"  7iatt,  l»ul  uilli  hasement).  (3  sheets) 


The  type  of  construction  shown 
on  a  plan  may  also  be  varied.  For 
example,  masonry  or  masonry  ve- 
neer may  be  substituted  for  wood 
frame  construction,  if  desired. 
Major  changes,  especially  regard- 
ing foundations  and  roof  framing 
should  not  be  made  without  advice. 
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Farmsteads  located  north,  east,  south  bers.  The  dotted  outlines  show  alter- 
and  west  of  the  highway  are  illustrated  nate  possible  locations  of  the  dwellings 
wtih  actual  house  plans  as  shown  by  num-       in  the  same  farmstead  layout. 
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